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goeth not out but by prayer and fasting, and I do
not read much of the doctor being a person so pious
and so religious as to exercise himself that way at
all; what he might do in private I know not, but
by all I can learn, he acted as by the immediate
deputation of those good spirits; intimating, that
they brought him intelligence, that they acquainted
him with the circumstances of every inquiring per-
son ; that they directed him what answers to give;
that he was but, as it were, their messenger to evil
spirits, ordering them to remove from such and such
places ; that they empowered him, by speaking such
and such words, to charm and bind down such peo-
ple as he was directed to operate upon, to such a
limit, and within such a circle of ground.

But all this is still attended with this doubt, viz.,
that the fact is not proved ; let us see therefore
what it is likely these good spirits can do ; and what
they really are believed to do in any part of the
world, for the general good of mankind.

That there are some appearances in the world,
and that of such spirits as we may call good, I will
not deny here, whether I grant it at present or no.
The people in Norway tell you of a good spirit
which at all times gives people notice of things fatal
and destructive; that it appears in a flying ball of a
yellowish green; and is seen in the air, and will
knock at their doors before approaching tempests
and deep snows, that they may save their fishing-
boats by hauling them up upon the shores, or into
narrow safe creeks where they will receive no
damage, and that on shore they may bring home
their cattle, and secure them from those deep snows
and severe colds,

In Laponia we are told of several spirits which
they converse with, not by way of witchcraft and
sorcery, but which they call their good spirits, and
whom they consult with upon every urgent occasion